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July 23, 2020 

 

Dear Tewksbury Families and Staff: 

I have been working long and hard with the administrative team on making the best decisions for 
Tewksbury Schools. I am staying on top of the New Jersey Department of Education guidelines, the 
evolving health information, and the unique needs of our town. As hard as this is for us, it's more 
manageable because we are a small community of people who know each other and trust that people 
look out for each other’s kids. A lot of parents have reached out to me and I have been impressed 
with the tone of helpfulness and caring for our school district. 

The proposed reopening plan for the Tewksbury School District was presented last night at the Board 
of Education meeting. To view the full Power Point presentation, please click here. 

This Power Point outlines the proposed general guidelines for how the school district plans to operate 
for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Parents will need to make a decision between two learning options for their child(ren). A hybrid of 
in-person and remote learning is one option. The second choice is all-remote learning. Parents will be 
required to finalize their choice and register their child(ren) for either the hybrid model, or remote-only 
learning. This registration will be done through a formal process during the week of August 3rd 
through 7th. Parents will also be asked if they are willing to drive their child(ren) to school or if they 
require busing services. We are coordinating with the YMCA to provide childcare options for parents. 
Parents will need to notify us through this registration if they will need the YMCA wrap-around 
services. 

Under the proposed hybrid model, students in grades two through eight will be split into two groups. 
Half of the students will attend school in person on Mondays and Tuesdays, and the other half will 
attend school in person on Thursdays and Fridays. On the days students are not attending in-person 
school, they will have remote learning. Kindergarteners, first graders, and students with special needs 
will be able to attend school in-person four days a week. Based on current enrollment, social 
distancing will be possible for all the students and staff. 
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On Wednesdays, all students will be engaged in remote learning on an early dismissal schedule. 
Custodial staff will sanitize our schools. Wednesdays will also be used for teacher planning and 
professional learning. Wednesdays can be used as a swing day when a holiday eliminates one of the 
other weekdays as an in-person learning day. 

Remote learning will include both synchronous and asynchronous instruction, supplemental reading, 
the assignment of independent tasks and projects, and small-group activities. Virtual meetings will 
include individual, group, and classroom sessions. 

The district will follow CDC and NJDOE school re-opening guidelines, including social distancing, 
mask wearing when needed, the use of dividers when needed, assessments of both student and staff 
health, hand-washing/hand-sanitizing stations, and daily and weekly cleaning/disinfecting. Visitors to 
buildings will be limited and allowed by appointment only, and isolation areas will be provided in 
school in case of illness. 

I am confident that as a community we will do a good job with the challenges of this time. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Shouffler, Ed.D. 

 

 


